
This week is part 2 of our father series, and this week, we 
are diving into one of the 4 or 5 types of Fathers, types of 
Images that people have of our Father God.  

Remember, these are distorted images. They are fallen 
images. They are not correct images. 

As the foundation for this whole series, we looked at the 
parable of the seeking Father. In Luke 15, we had the story 
of the lost sheep, 99-1, the parable of the lost coin 9-1, and 
the parable of the lost sons, 2-1. And each of these 
parables, there is someone who goes looking. The lost 
sheep doesn’t go looking for home, the lost coin doesn’t 
just decide to roll out and place nice. They must be looked 
for. In the same way, the story of the “prodigal sons” is 
actually the story of the Father taking the shame upon 
himself to continually go looking for his lost children. 

In the story, there are 2 sons who are lost. The first is the 
obvious. He is the rebel, runs out, dishonors the family, all 
that stuff. When he comes back, he is totally and 100% 
accepted by the Father back into the Family. The second is 
the religious son. The performance son. He stuck around, 
and he tried to earn his Father’s love by constant 
performance. 

Like I said before, there is something within man that let’s 
us know there is a God, but more specifically, a Heavenly 
Father. Everyone knows what a Father should be like. Its 
not a matter of knowing what a great dad is, its actually 
having one. And none of our earthly father’s match up, 
because none of them are God.  



But this morning, we want to take a look at an Image that 
many people have of God, that comes from a distorted view 
of parenting that is very prevalent. 

We’re going to get to scripture here in a minute, but let me 
set things up. 

I have a friend. She had 2 lives. In one life, she was the 
perfect Christian.  served kids, went on missions trips. In 
the other life, she was a borderline sex addict, partied hard. 
She has since been set free from this. But apparently her 
parents were perfectionists. If she came home with almost 
perfect marks, her father would not compliment her on the 
A, or the high marks. He would point out the one question 
she got wrong. Why did you get that wrong? Her Father set 
an impossible standard, one so high that only God could 
reach it. Perfection.  

Father’s often make this mistake. Dads, let me talk to you 
for a minute. I know that we are supposed to prepare our 
kids for life. Nothing worse than a 30 year old mama’s boy. 
Our job is to prepare our boys to be men, and our girls to be 
ladies, not just a woman, but a lady. And here is what often 
happens. We messed up growing up, we had this happen to 
us, so we are determined it won’t happen to our kids. So we 
work tirelessly to make sure that they don’t fail where we 
failed. Problem is, that creates a pendulum effect, or not 
what is right for that child, but rather, what do I wish was 
different in my own upbringing? 

We end up creating the opposite of the mistake that our 
parents made.  



My kids always come to me, daddy, look at me. My son 
Joshua loves to play video games. He’ll beat a level, and 
before he goes on to the next level, he will come and find 
me, and tell me “Daddy, I beat the level” 

Why, because he wants to know that his father is proud of 
him, that he has his dad’s approval. If Alana does 
something, and I saw “Wow, good job!” the other 2 come 
running, trying to do the same thing she did, or something 
better? Why, because we are hard wired to seek the 
Father’s approval. It’s the most natural thing  

Now, here’s the problem. Because of the brokenness in our 
Father’s lives, or in our own lives, those of us who are 
dads, we sometimes withhold that affirmation.  

What? Stop bothering me, daddy is watching the game. Go 
Gunners! Fire wenger! 

What? What’s that supposed to be? How many times have I 
told you to not play with paints?  

You better study hard? You want to grow to be stupid? If 
you don’t go to church, you’ll go to hell. You eat that, 
you’ll end up fat you know?  

And the child that so longs to receive the approval and the 
affirmation of their Father is crushed. So they try  harder 
and harder to please, they upscale. Some rebel, but some 
slave for years and years and years. They climb corporate 
ladders, they found companies, they buy expensive gifts. 
All because they are seeking the approval of their earthly 
Fathers.  



I’m 37 years old. I’m confident in myself. I have a good 
relationship with God. I know all these things in my head. 
But I still want my mom and my dad to come and see what 
is going on at the Ocean. I want my dad to be proud of the 
work that God is doing here.  Don’t we all?  

The problem comes in when somehow we begin to take 
these bad images of Father, these ideas that we are never 
good enough, that perfection is the only option, if I only 
work harder, if I only work longer, if if… then dad will tell 
me he is proud of me. Which ultimately means that my dad 
loves me, but that he also approves of the person that I am, 
who I have become.  

This morning, I want to take you into the scriptures very 
briefly to the man that is perhaps the worst dad in the bible. 
And its pretty tough competition for bad dads. You have to 
go all the way to Joseph in the new testament in my 
opinion, to find a great dad.  

Abraham plays favorites. Isaac does too. Jacob is a horrible 
example, Joseph continues with the playing favorite. Eli’s 
sons run out of control at the temple, samuel’s sons take 
bribes. King Saul tries to kill his own son in a fit of rage. 
Almost none of the kings’ sons follow in the ways of their 
father. But when you want to read about a real loser as a 
dad, read about David.  

Giant Killer David. Psalmist David. Handsome David. 
Honorable David. Warrior David.  



But for years, I’ve been really disgusted with David as a 
hero. Why, not because of Bethsheba. But because of the 
lousy job he did as a dad.  

One of his sons rapes his half sister Tamar. And David says 
nothing. Then her full brother, Absalom, has that brother 
murdered. And David does nothing really but weep for 
Absalom. And this family infighting causes several of 
David’s sons to be killed. 

So why call David “a Man after God’s own heart?” I’ve 
never understood this until this week as I was studying this.  

Absalom is the worst spoiled child possible. He starts are 
rebellion against David. David gets run out of his own 
capital, and his army ends up defeating the usurper’s army. 
This is where we pick up the story.  

So the king stood beside the gate while all his 
men marched out in units of hundreds and of 
thousands. 5 The king commanded Joab, 
Abishai and Ittai, “Be gentle with the young 
man Absalom for my sake.” And all the troops 
heard the king giving orders concerning 
Absalom to each of the commanders. 

JOab kills Absalom 

32 The king asked the Cushite, “Is the young 
man Absalom safe?” 

   The Cushite replied, “May the enemies of my 



lord the king and all who rise up to harm you 
be like that young man.” 

 33 The king was shaken. He went up to the 
room over the gateway and wept. As he went, 
he said: “O my son Absalom! My son, my son 
Absalom! If only I had died instead of you—O 
Absalom, my son, my son!”[g] 

 

What is wrong with David? What’s his problem? 

His problem is that David has the heart of God. And the 
heart of God is for his children, no matter how rebellious 
they are, how far away they’ve gone. Absalom is his son. 
And he can not stop loving them.  

I want to make a radical statement but qualify it first.  

If you are an older brother, then God the Father is the worst 
dad possible. His standards are so low. I mean look at God. 
In the desert, the children continually rebel. And he 
forgives them. In the book of Judges, they rebel, and God 
continues to send them deliverance if they ask for it.  

Time and time again, all the Children of Israel have to do is 
to cry out to God for help, and he sends them Barak, 
Deborah, Sampson, and the list goes on. For the older 
brother, God is not a great dad. He doesn’t set the proper 
standard. To use a Tanzanian turn of phrase, his parenting 
is not “up to the standard.” 



And herein lies one of the most painful scars on the life of 
every person who has suffered from the performance 
mentality. That I can never please God the Father. That I 
am a failure unless I achieve perfection. And these people 
are ruthless with each other, because if I can’t be perfect, I 
must make sure that you are below me, sot that somehow in 
comparing me to you, my Father in heaven will be more 
pleased with me than you. 

Men and women like this are great manipulators. If you 
don’t do this, you’ll go to hell. I heard a guy here in town 
raising money, saying if you don’t give the right offering, 
God won’t accept you. Others claim that if you leave their 
church, if you question their authority, if you don’t, if you 
play football on Sunday, if you watch TV, if you don’t tithe 
… God won’t love you.  

David is a great example of the Heart of God because even 
though his son was punished for his sins, even though his 
son rebelled against him, even though all these things 
happened, David could not stop loving his son. His heart 
was “be gentle to the boy.” 

Some of you grew up in a home where the Manipulative 
Father lived. You could never earn their affection because 
they drove you so hard. And now you serve God out of 
compulsion, because it’s the right thing to do, because 
somehow you’ve got to please God. And you are critical, 
oh so critical. Because you, like the older brother, have so 
imbibed into your spirit this idea of performing to earn your 



Father’s love. That somehow, the salvation of mankind is 
on your shoulders, not those of Jesus. 

Go with me to one more segment of scripture. Where we 
will end today. I happens in Luke 

Jesus is baptized. I’ve never seen the whole point of why 
does Jesus need to be baptized? I know there is lots and lots 
of theology here, but I want you walk away with this. 

A voice from Heaven. This is my son, in whom I am well 
pleased. Listen to him. 

Jesus hasn’t done anything yet… you realize that, right? 
He’s been a obscure carpenter in a little town of  fewer than 
100 people. He is God’s son. He will be the savior of the 
world. He will shed his blood. He will raise Lazarus from 
the dead, teach the sermon on the mount, he will confront 
the devil and win, he will feed 5000 with just some scraps. 
But at this point, he is just a fundi. And God steps into time 
and space, and declares,  

“This is my son, in whom I am well pleased. Listen to 
him.” Wait a cotton pickin’ minute Father. He hasn’t 
earned that yet. He hasn’t lived up to anything yet. How 
can you be pleased with him? 

Because he is my son. Period. Jesus ministered not to gain 
the acceptance and approval of the Father, but BECAUSE 
he already had it. He ministered in joy. He ministered in 
grace. Because he was already accepted.  



Don’t get me wrong. Love and acceptance do not exclude 
discipline and challenge. A father who doesn’t discipline 
his children is a father who hates his children.  

But love and discipline are not connected in the mind of 
our heavenly Father. Acceptance and performance are total 
strangers in God’s mind. 

And so here we are. At a strange place where we realize 
that we can never gain God’s acceptance and love. We 
already have it…. 

That the Father is already pleased with us…. 

That we who serve God should do so from the place of joy 
and pleasure at his acceptance and not the other way 
around. 

CALL FOR PRAYER PEOPLE 

Would you bow your heads with me. 

As every week during this series, I’m going to talk to a few 
different groups of people this morning. 

The first are those who had the manipulative Dad. The 
impossible to please dad. The performance dad. You’ll 
either have gone one way or the other. Some rebel and run 
away. Some try and try and try to please and constantly feel 
like a failure. 

This morning, I want you to experience freedom. That your 
very existence pleases the Father. You make him laugh, 
you make him smile.  Come back to the Father’s loving 



embrace. Stop trying to win his favor or run away from his 
standard. Come into the loving arms of a heavenly Father. 
He offers free and total acceptance. Would you return to 
the Father this morning? Would you give your life to Jesus? 
The Gospel is clear, we shared it earlier. God the Father 
sent Jesus the Son so we could have forgiveness. Its already 
paid for, its already done. You just have to accept it.  
Would you respond this morning by standing? We have 
people who want to pray with you this morning.  

Second, I want to talk to some parents, some dads, maybe 
some moms. Are you the impossible to please parent? You 
are transferring that image of God onto your kids, and you 
need to repent and change. Today! 

Finally, I want to talk to those of you who are tired of 
serving God. You did somewhere else and you got burned 
out. Because it was never good enough, you could never 
give enough time, enough money, enough commitment. I 
want you to realize that you served an older brother, and 
you perhaps have taken into yourself that fallen image of a 
Father God. I serve because his favor is on my life. And the 
more convinced I am of his favor, the more fun I have 
serving him. If serving Jesus has become a chore, you are 
the older son. This morning, I want you to let the Father’s 
pleasure soak into your souls and convince you that he is 
laughing and singing over you. 


